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COUNTY COUNCIL – 30 June 2021
Members’ Questions 

1. Questioner’s name: Cllr Ben Evans Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith
For reasons that nobody seems to know (quite probably historic) 
there is not a pavement outside the Hare and Hounds Pub on the 
Cheltenham Road.  This leads to pedestrians being forced to share 
the road with cars at one of the busiest junctions in the County.  

Can the relevant Cabinet Member confirm that when the Gloucester 
to Cheltenham cycleway is put in that creating a pavement outside 
the Hare and Hounds Pub will be included in the work?  It is on the 
opposite side of the road from the cycleway but the junction is being 
included in the plans and, with increased footfall on that side of the 
road, is a very necessary safety addition.  The space is there for a 
pedestrian pavement…it just currently does not exist!

Historically many public houses exist with highway extending to the 
building itself – it is thought that this was to facilitate vehicles being 
able to draw up to the front door with a dray horse and cart.  Clearly 
this presents challenges when improvement schemes are being 
developed, not least in terms of ensuring adequate drainage away 
from the building.  In this case officers have committed to reviewing 
the pedestrian provision in the southern verge as part of the detailed 
design for the B4063 Gloucester to Cheltenham Cycle Scheme, it is 
anticipated that this review will be undertaken over the coming 
months.  Any changes would be subject to satisfying any constraints 
at this location including highway drainage and utility apparatus but 
the intention is to achieve a pedestrian improvement at this location.

2. Questioner’s name: Cllr Ben Evans Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith

It is extremely ill-advised and dangerous for members of the public 
to try to repair defects in the roads themselves - this really does 
need to be left to the professionals.  Can you explain why residents 
in Churchdown had to fill the potholes on Brookfield Road 
themselves?  Is it Conservative policy to encourage a ‘big 
community offer’, by so neglecting the roads in the village that 
people feel forced to repair the roads themselves?

The site was visited by a safety inspector on Monday 14th June and 3 
potholes were identified for a repair within 28 days.  All roads in 
Gloucestershire receive safety inspections on a monthly, quarterly or 
annual basis depending on their classification which identify safety 
defects.  For issues arising outside of these inspections we would 
encourage residents to report via the GCC website.

3. Questioner’s name: Cllr Ben Evans Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith

Can the relevant Cabinet Member tell me when Pirton Lane is due 
to resurfacing - specifically the section from Pirton Corner to Morley 
Avenue?

The resurfacing programme is entirely data led, this ensures that the 
resources at our disposal are utilised in the most efficient manner 
thereby bringing the greatest possible benefit to the whole highway 
network.  
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I am happy to meet with Cllr Evens on site to discuss this matter 
further.

4. Questioner’s name: Cllr Ben Evans Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

When will restrictions be eased at Household Recycling Centres – 
specifically the need to book a time?

The requirement to book a visit to the HRC remains in place at 
present in order to allow social distancing on site. 

The majority of HRC visitors like the booking system. A survey of 
some 1,100 customers completed in August 2020 showed that 70% 
of customers were in favour of keeping the booking system in place 
post-covid. 

The retention of the booking system helps to prevent the excessive 
queues that used to build up at the HRCs at busy periods. These 
queues led to customer dissatisfaction and also road safety concerns 
at sites such as Oak Quarry, Coleford. 

Next day appointments are currently available at all of our HRCs. 
Once social distancing requirements have ended, more daily 
appointments will be made available, further improving access.  

5. Questioner’s name: Cllr Alex Hegenbarth Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith
Can the Cabinet Member responsible quantify how long the backlog 
is for Commons and Rights of Way applications? There are currently (as at end of May 2021) 130 ‘undetermined’ 

Definitive Map Modification Order applications, comprising 22 
“ordinary” applications, 52 “archived” applications (where the intended 
effect of the application has been effectively nulled by a change of 
legislation), and 56 “Non-Schedule 14(2) compliant” applications 
(previously these were not [nationally] regarded ‘duly made’ 
applications and so not counted in totals; however, recent guidance 
suggests they should be regarded as valid applications and so do 
now need processing.)
There are also an additional 39 applications at ‘post determination’ 
stage, pending final resolution.
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6. Questioner’s name: Cllr Alex Hegenbarth Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith
Can the Cabinet Member responsible provide a reasoned estimate 
on how long it would take to clear the backlog with current staffing 
levels?

It is very difficult to estimate timescales as the time taken to 
determine and resolve each application is dependent on the amount 
& complexity of discovered evidence, and the level of engagement & 
objection by interested parties.  However I am keen to work with 
officers to understand how we can reduce the backlog. 

7. Questioner’s name: Cllr Alex Hegenbarth Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith
If staff are needed to be seconded from other departments to help 
clear the backlog, which council areas would be affected? As indicated in my answer to Qu. 6 I am keen to work with officers to 

understand how we can reduce the backlog.

8. Questioner’s name: Cllr Alex Hegenbarth Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray
The Cabinet Member for Environment and Planning may be aware 
that his predecessor got himself in a muddle when he was unable to 
confirm that he believed that the Climate Emergency was a man-
made phenomenon – resulting in him needing to apologise to 
Gloucestershire’s residents on the radio the following day.

Can the new Cabinet Member reassure the public watching by 
confirming that this is indeed his belief and that he understands the 
climate crisis to be the greatest threat to the safety and prosperity of 
Gloucestershire’s residents in coming years?

I believe that the recent increase in global temperatures is a man-
made phenomenon, as did my predecessor Nigel Moor, and clearly 
demonstrated by the number of initiatives he instigated and I am 
proud to continue.
 
We will continue to focus our efforts on tackling this agenda, along 
with the many other challenges our county face. These include 
recovery from the pandemic, investment in our infrastructure, 
promoting economic growth and job creation.  

9. Questioner’s name: Cllr Alex Hegenbarth Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

Can the Cabinet Member for Environment and Planning please 
confirm what percentage of the Council’s Highway 2021-22 revenue 
and capital budgets has been earmarked for walking and cycling 
measures – detailing the amount that GCC has itself put towards 
active travel infrastructure?

18% of the capital forecast for 21/22 is for walking and cycling 
measures. Revenue funds are not allocated by user type as they 
cover needs led maintenance activities. Overall funds are aggregated 
from a variety of sources, unless there is a specific scheme allocation, 
and therefore it is not possible to say what the proportion of GCC 
funds is for each individual scheme.
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10. Questioner’s name: Cllr Alex Hegenbarth Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

Can the Cabinet Member for Environment and Planning please 
confirm, for the last 5 years, what percentage of the Council’s 
Highway revenue and capital budget was spent on walking and 
cycling measures – detailing the amount that GCC has itself put 
towards active travel infrastructure?

Revenue funds are not allocated by user type as they cover needs 
led maintenance activities, so it’s not possible to give exact figures as 
requested. However, reflecting Council priorities, the proportion of 
capital fund spending dedicated to pedestrian and cycle schemes is 
increasing, rising by more than 4 fold in the last 4 years.

11. Questioner’s name: Cllr Roger Whyborn Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray
Public transport in Gloucestershire is generally infrequent, slow, and 
expensive. To what extent, if at all, will GCC campaign for greater 
powers to regulate public transport, especially buses. In the 
absence of having all the powers available to it that are in available 
in say Greater London, what steps is the Council taking to promote 
a public transport system in which: 

a. Frequent and timely bus journeys are available to the 
public, in both urban and rural areas, and run over 
routes which are appropriate and connect well with 
each other, and with rail services;

b. Bus services are affordable;
c. There is through ticketing between different operators, 

and ideally with rail.

On 23rd June, and following our success in bidding for £1.3million of 
government funding, Cabinet gave the green light to procure two 
demand responsive bus services to improve rural accessibility in the 
Cotswolds and Forest of Dean.

At the same time we are also fully engaged with the emerging 
National Bus Strategy lead by the DfT. This aims to address a 
number of issues that exist throughout the nation with regards to 
public transport with particular focus on rural areas. All areas 
mentioned in the question are in scope for consideration.

The next stage in this process is that the council will develop its own 
Bus Service Improvement Plan. This will be presented to GCC 
Cabinet in September 2021.

12. Questioner’s name: Cllr Paul Baker Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray
I understand that GCC is responsible for installing EV charging 
points on our highways and clearly the availability of such points is 
going to be really important as the sale of electric cars increases 
significantly over the next few years.

Can I ask what budget has been set aside for this, how many 
charging points this will deliver, how the sites are being selected 
and the timescale for installation? Can County Councillors also 

The council has initially allocated £660,000 towards EV Infrastructure, 
including project coordination costs. We hope to leverage 
considerably more than this in government funding by bidding for 
OZEV grants under the On Street Residential Chargepoint Scheme 
(ORCS). We also intend to seek additional council funds in future 
years.

Our ambition is to install 500 double chargers, which will enable 1000 
cars to charge at any one time. Sites will be prioritised based on 
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suggest suitable sites? eligibility for funding under the ORCS scheme, potential demand for 
EV charging and deliverability factors such as grid connection costs.

We welcome suggestions for residential charging sites from 
councillors and members of the public, which can be emailed to us at 
electricvehicles@gloucestershire.gov.uk

13. Questioner’s name: Cllr Paul Baker Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith
I understand that priority for the installation of safe crossing points is 
based upon the accident history.  However, in my County Division 
there are no crossing points along the whole of Old Bath Road 
between the junctions with Leckhampton Road and Thirlestaine 
Road. This is a busy road especially at commuter times when 
children are walking to local schools and this really is an accident 
waiting to happen. 

Does the Cabinet Member agree with me that my residents 
shouldn’t need to wait for a tragic accident to occur before the 
highways team will consider installing a safe crossing point along 
Old Bath Road?

The safety improvement programme is data led, this ensures that the 
resources at our disposal are utilised in the most efficient manner 
thereby bringing the greatest possible benefit to the whole highway 
network.  In terms of prioritisation, accident history is only one factor 
in assessing crossing schemes but often more relevant factors are 
the number of pedestrians seeking to cross the road (especially 
vulnerable users) and the difficulty of crossing.  Other factors taken 
into consideration are impacts on/by public transport, safer routes to 
school, access to facilities, cycling, air quality, congestion, 
environment and equalities.

14. Questioner’s name: Cllr Paul Baker Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith

Can the Cabinet Member confirm how much is allocated in the 
budget for pedestrian safety measures, how many scheme will be 
implemented this year and how many are on the list pending 
consideration?

The safety improvement budget includes pedestrian safety measures 
– the 21/22 budget is £400k and typically this will address prioritised 
safety issues at 12 sites.  There are 250 general safety schemes 
within the priority assessment system - approximately 10% have been 
assessed as where safety benefits can be achieved.  Funding is 
available for all those identified schemes from current, historic or 
future allocations.

15. Questioner’s name: Cllr Paul Baker Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith

It seems to me that investment in our pavements is a very low 
priority for this current administration. Given the likely impact of a fall 
on a badly maintained pavement for an elderly pedestrian, or indeed 

19/20 – 65 footway claims received, 59 repudiated and closed, 5 paid 
at a cost of £7,844, 1 remaining open.

mailto:electricvehicles@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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any pedestrian this seems an incredibly short-sighted policy.

Can I, therefore, ask the Cabinet Member how many accidents 
involving pedestrian falls on our pavements have been recorded in 
each of the last 3 years and the number and cost of injury claims?

20/21 – 76 footway claims received, 71 repudiated and closed, 4 
accepted (negotiation ongoing but Judicial College Guidelines values 
indicate value of £38,867), 1 remains open.

21/22 (to date) – 25 footway claims received, 19 repudiated and 
closed, 0 paid, 6 remaining open.

16. Questioner’s name: Cllr Paul Baker Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith

Whilst we can use our Highways Local funding for pavement works, 
and I am doing, this represents just a drop in the ocean of repairs 
that will be required to keep our pavements safe.  Can the Cabinet 
Member, therefore, please confirm how much funding has been 
earmarked for 2021-22 to repair our county’s crumbling footpaths?

£1.225m has been allocated to the strategic maintenance of footways 
and pedestrian areas in 2021/22 plus any Highways Local 
contributions.

17. Questioner’s name: Cllr Chris McFarling Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

How do we monitor how much carbon dioxide and other greenhouse 
gases are emitted into the atmosphere from the Javelin Park 
incinerator, on a daily/weekly/monthly and yearly basis, please?

The Gloucestershire Energy from Waste Facility (the Facility) 
operates under an Environmental Permit granted by the Environment 
Agency. The Environmental Permit identifies the emissions to be 
monitored, the monitoring frequency and sets out the strict emission 
limits that the Facility must operate under (these limits reflect the 
requirements of the Industrial Emissions Directive). 

Currently there is no requirement in the Environmental Permit to 
monitor carbon dioxide. However, the facility, Urbaser Balfour Beatty 
(UBB), will be doing so, in line with expected changes to the national 
reporting requirements set by the Environment Agency. 

All flue gases generated through the combustion process are 
monitored, cleaned and emitted via the stack. UBB submits 
emissions data to the Environment Agency which is held on their 
public register. This information is available from the Environment 
Agency on request.

UBB also publishes monthly summary emissions data on their web 
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site and emissions to date from the Facility have consistently been 
below the limits set by the Environmental Permit.

The local Community Liaison Group (CLG) also set up their own air 
quality monitoring stations in two surrounding parishes and publishes 
the data they collect.  

18. Questioner’s name: Cllr Suzanne Williams Respondent’s name: Cllr Dave Norman
I have been informed by local police officers that they have 
struggled to enforce the yellow zig-zag lines outside Springbank 
Primary Academy and St Thomas More Catholic Primary School 
within my division.  I understand that this is because of a lack of 
enforceable Traffic Regulation Orders at these sites.

The officers are, quite rightly, concerned that their inability to 
enforce no-parking outside of these schools mean that the roads are 
dangerous for the pupils attending these sites – particularly at drop 
off and pick up times.

Does the Cabinet Member agree that this is an unsatisfactory 
situation, and will they commit to visiting the schools, with myself, 
my local police officers and relevant TRO officers, to agree a way 
forward to keep our school-children safe?

The TRO Manager is already liaising with the Police on this issue.  
There are 5 schools that have been identified in Cheltenham, 
including the two mentioned.  All 5 schools already have advisory 
school keep clear zig zags i.e. no TRO or upright signs to enable 
them to be enforced, inline with the internal GCC process.  As 
concerns have been raised about the lack of enforcement of these 
restrictions, a TRO officer is in the process of arranging site visits to 
all locations along with the Local Highway Manager to view the safety 
issues and review any school travel plans in place.  Once this has 
been done and if a TRO is required, funding will need to be sourced 
and all 5 schools can be included in one TRO proposal.

19. Questioner’s name: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

I am continuing to receive complaints from residents in the 
Cotswolds about the way in which ash trees have been felled, 
particularly along the A429. Given its very open nature and the fact 
that it is the route through the AONB, the way the landscape has 
been left is dreadful. 

Can the Cabinet Member please confirm what is the specific plan for 

In line with Gloucestershire Local Nature Partnership (GLNP), Ash 
Dieback Position Statement, a set amount of vegetation including 
wood and chippings, are left on site for biodiversity reasons. Many 
small species including insects, fungi and soil animals benefit from 
the creation of material. The practices we are using are sympathetic 
and are encouraging natural regeneration and in time appropriate 
replacement tree cover.

Where it is safe to do so large mature stumps will also be left at a 
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replanting these areas and over what timeframe? reasonable height, along with some cord wood. We have identified 
the presence of red data species such as violet click beetle, on a 
number of sites. These rare insects are found in the heart of decayed 
ancient trees, and in Britain found only within beech & ash trees. 

The Ash Dieback team have undertaken surveys at several felling 
locations, and can report seeing promising evidence of natural 
regeneration at all sites. GCC Highways will continue to encourage 
natural regeneration from the natural seed bank present in the soil, 
especially where infected ash trees have been removed in large 
numbers.

Within the capacity of the Ash Dieback Project, the team will identify 
areas suitable for replanting on Gloucestershire Highways land. We 
are following Forestry Commission guidance and propose to replant 
at least two trees for every tree felled, however we must consider 
carefully the location for replanting and demonstrate the benefits of an 
alternative position for the trees in the landscape. Where possible we 
would like to plant on Highway land, however this approach has to be 
carefully considered as many of the ash being felled are self seeded 
in origin and so are often not in the most appropriate or safe locations 
on the highway verge. We need to establish the right tree in the right 
place for the right reason, through both active planting and natural 
regeneration as appropriate.

For the coming season our contractor has purchased additional 
equipment to ensure sites are left free of brash and unsightly 
undergrowth.

With regard to replanting the A429, the Ash Die Back team are 
working with the officers from the Cotswold National Landscape team 
to determine where trees should be replanted on the Highway. 
Several sites have already been identified and trees replanted. The 
Ash Die Back team are also working with Parish & Town Councils 
within the County to identify sites suitable for replanting. As well as 
replanting ourselves we are also offering donations of whips to aid 
local community replanting schemes.
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20. Questioner’s name: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

Can the Cabinet Member please confirm that replacement trees are 
being planted at the same site as the trees that have been removed, 
so as to restore the natural landscape?

Many of the infected ash trees being felled are self seeded and not 
always in the most appropriate locations on the highways verge. We 
would therefore not consider all the locations where felling has 
occurred to be suitable for replanting. We are working with Cotswold 
National Landscape and various other bodies to identify suitable 
locations for planting that enhance the natural landscape.

21. Questioner’s name: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

Since the last update given in March, can the Cabinet Member 
please confirm how many highways trees Gloucestershire County 
Council has felled to date? 

As part of the Ash die back project and our normal Highway 
arboriculture works: 
Since March (bird nesting season so limited number of apposite trees 
felled) – 217 felled
Since start of Ash Die Back Project – 3580 felled

22. Questioner’s name: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

Can the Cabinet Member please confirm how many trees have been 
planted since his predecessor last provided an update back in 
March and the total number of trees that have been planted to date 
in Gloucestershire.  

As part of the Ash die back project and our normal Highway 
arboriculture works (to date): 10,358.

23. Questioner’s name: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

The Cabinet Member will be aware that Gloucestershire County 
Council has, itself, pledged to plant a net one million trees within the 
county by 2030 – a pledge reiterated in the recent Conservative 
manifesto.  

Can the Cabinet Member confirm whether he believes that the 
County Council is on track to hit this net target, and what provisional 
targets he has scheduled going forward, to reassure the public that 

The main season for planting trees is in the winter months and 
officers are working towards being in a position to ensure the 
maximum numbers of trees possible will be planted in Winter 21/22 
when pandemic recovery  will hopefully  allow an easier movement of 
staff and volunteers.
 We are working with the Local Nature Partnership on bids to the 
Woodland Trust and Forestry Commission for total funding of 
£600,000 towards tree planting with an additional £300,000 in match 
funding from GCC. Progress is also being made as part of the 
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the County Council is on track? Highways strategy to plant two trees for every one that has to be 
removed because of ash dieback.  

24. Questioner’s name: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

Further to this individual commitment, the Corporate Strategy, 
published in February 2021, stated that you have “[rolled] out an 
ambition of tree planting that will see 35 million new trees planted 
across the county by 2030.”

Since taking over the post of Cabinet Member for the Environment 
and Planning, what evidence have you seen that the Council is 
fulfilling this commitment to “see 35 million new trees planted” by 
2030 – and what evidence can you provide that this target will be 
met?

As the new cabinet member with responsibility for this portfolio I have 
been reviewing the progress that has been made and current plans. It 
is clear that significant resources have been invested in planting trees 
and that further investment is in the pipeline however I am aware that 
tree planting is neither the best way nor the only way to achieve net 
zero carbon emissions. 

Recent studies have shown the advantages of many other forms of 
carbon capture, including soil maintenance, hedges, and wetlands 
that could achieve equivalent carbon reduction and sequestration 
benefits but through a more diversified delivery strategy.

25. Questioner’s name: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith

At the latest Environment Committee meeting, in reference to claims 
that the Council was not effective at maintaining the highways, the 
Director of Infrastructure said that, “for people complaining, I can 
assure you it wasn’t that we were sitting on our backsides, we were 
actually working flat out.”

Given what the Director said, why is it that simple things like 
replacing signs, clearing drains and responding to community 
requests are taking so long? In my area it took 3 years to replace a 
broken sign for example. One drain took 8 months to clear despite 
frequent flooding. 

What are you doing to fix the highways system so that it works in a 

The County has a risk based highway safety inspection programme is 
in place so that the worst defects which could cause a hazard are 
repaired in a timely manner. Determining which defects should be 
repaired is the job of our local Highway Safety Inspectors who apply 
the standards and criteria set out in the Highway Safety Inspection 
Manual.

With regard to signs, before deciding to erect a new sign or replace 
existing signs that have been damaged, officers will take into 
consideration the need to reduce sign clutter and will aim to keep the 
proliferation of signs to a minimum. In most cases only mandatory 
and safety related signing will be considered for replacement.  
Maintenance of direction and advisory signs will be limited to the 
replacement of knock-downs only. Regulatory signs will be replaced 
and maintained across the network as appropriate with the legislative 
framework. If the Councillor can supply specific details regarding the 
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timely and efficient way on behalf of taxpayers? location, then an officer can investigate and feedback their findings.

With regard to drainage, again each report will be prioritised 
depending upon the level of risk to either highway safety or property 
flooding. We do carry out cyclical cleansing of gullies, but some 
issues may be related to the carrier drain rather than the individual 
gully pot so made need specialist equipment or even excavation. If 
the Councillor can supply specific details regarding the location, then 
an officer can investigate and feedback their findings.

26. Questioner’s name: Cllr Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith

Local authorities have a key role to play in achieving the Net Zero 
target and it is fantastic that Gloucestershire County Council has 
signed up as a UK100 member, and therefore a leading 
organisation in the journey towards Net Zero. Is the council making 
active use of UK100’s excellent publications, including the useful 
case studies on their Knowledge Hub? For example, has the 
Cabinet Member for Highways considered the potential for carbon 
reductions via the delivery of roadworks, as has been adopted in 
Westminster (https://www.uk100.org/projects/knowledgehub/westmi
nster-king-street-low-carbon-roadworks which achieved a 79% 
reduction in operational carbon emissions (when calculated on a 
per-day basis) and a 50% reduction in embodied carbon against a 
comparison site)?  

The Westminster study is very interesting and some of the techniques 
highlighted are also already in operation in Gloucestershire including 
the use of electrical hand tools and small kit, trials have been 
conducted with an electric JCB and telehandler, and electric vehicles 
are being used by inspectors and other staff.  An investment is 
currently underway in installing EV charging points in highway depots 
and we have an e-bike for depot site visits.  Waste disposal and 
recycling materials is also a key area of focus, and there are recycling 
facilities in all depots including for Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) which is turned into recycled pellets and used for Solid 
Recovered Fuel.  All binder courses used within the county’s 
resurfacing works are now low temperature products/processes.  Low 
temperature surface course materials are also used as and when 
conditions allow.  These materials are relatively new carbon reduction 
innovations which GCC has embraced.  There is more work to do in 
this area but it remains a key area of development and focus.

27. Questioner’s name: Cllr Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr Carole Allaway Martin
The LGA have also recently produced a number of useful guides for 
local councils on specific areas of carbon reduction. For example, 
has the Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care seen the recent 
guidance on reporting (and therefore scope for reduction of) indirect 
emissions from social care provision? Scope 3 greenhouse gas 
emissions for social care: Guidance for local authorities | Local 
Government Association If the guide is not already in use within the 

The Greenhouse Gas Accounting Tool has been developed by Local 
Partnerships, working with the LGA, to provide a straightforward and 
consistent approach for councils seeking to calculate their own 
carbon baseline.  Currently local authority reporting on emissions is 
voluntary.  The Greenhouse Gas Accounting Tool is currently being 
updated, a new version will be available in July 2021. Once the 

https://www.uk100.org/projects/knowledgehub/westminster-king-street-low-carbon-roadworks
https://www.uk100.org/projects/knowledgehub/westminster-king-street-low-carbon-roadworks
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/scope-3-greenhouse-gas-emissions-social-care-guidance-local-authorities#1-introduction
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/scope-3-greenhouse-gas-emissions-social-care-guidance-local-authorities#1-introduction
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/scope-3-greenhouse-gas-emissions-social-care-guidance-local-authorities#1-introduction
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service line, will the Cabinet Member encourage officers’ use of this 
guide to ensure that the council’s indirect emissions from social care 
can be understood and reduced over time?  

updated tool is available, Lead Officers in Adult Social Care will work 
closely with our expert colleagues in the GCC Climate Change team 
to take forward the use of this guide.

28. Questioner’s name: Cllr Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray
Are there plans to introduce climate and biodiversity KPIs in the 
council's reporting across service lines to make it easier to monitor 
progress on these crucial issues? For example, to reflect the climate 
emergency as a core corporate priority, Calderdale Council has 
introduced climate and biodiversity key performance 
indicators (PDF) to its mainstream performance framework to help 
establish mechanisms for accountability, to be published quarterly 
on the website, and reported formally twice-annually to 
councillors.   

We monitor our CO2 emissions by using the national standard 
method as outlined in the government’s publication “Environmental 
Reporting Guidelines: Including streamlined energy and carbon 
reporting guidance” March 2019 (Updated Introduction and Chapters 
1 and 2).  We have been reporting our emissions using this method 
for a number of years, hence the ability to record our percentage 
reduction since 2006/07.  The methodology gives us standardised 
national conversion factors to convert our use of various forms of 
energy (including fuel for business travel) into the equivalent   tonnes 
of CO2.

The Environment Bill currently requires Gloucestershire County 
Council to publish a Local Nature Recovery Strategy for its 
administrative area, probably by 2023. GCC will be doing this through 
the assistance of the Gloucestershire Local Nature Partnership which 
it is an active member of.  This strategy will set up particular items to 
monitor and these are likely to be focused on implementing creation 
and better management of habitats within the county’s newly defined 
Nature Recovery Network – see https://naturalcapital.gcerdata.com/  

29. Questioner’s name: Cllr Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray
Please can we display the council’s Climate Strategy much more 
clearly on the website? – it is not well signposted and this is a key 
area of interest for residents.  

Thank you for this feedback. Officers will follow this up with our 
Communications Team.

30. Questioner’s name: Cllr Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray
Are there plans for Net Zero training and capacity building for 
officers? For example, via the Carbon Literacy Toolkit for Local 
Authorities? https://carbonliteracy.com/toolkits/local-authorities/ 

Yes, this year we are piloting Climate Literacy training for EE&I’s 
Senior Leadership Team and managers. Should this be well received 
we will develop a programme to roll this out more widely across the 
council.

https://calderdale.gov.uk/environment/sustainability/policy/environmental-report.pdf
https://calderdale.gov.uk/environment/sustainability/policy/environmental-report.pdf
https://naturalcapital.gcerdata.com/
https://carbonliteracy.com/toolkits/local-authorities/
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In addition we will be organising a Climate Emergency Support 
Programme workshop for members and senior managers. Further 
information will be available nearer the time in Members Matter.

Both are funded from the Organisational Development budget, and 
are recognised as priority areas supported by the Workforce Strategy 
Board.

31. Questioner’s name: Cllr Cate Cody Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

Has the council considered setting up a local climate change 
partnership, involving a wide range of public and private sector 
organisations from the local area, to help drive local climate action 
(like Herefordshire: Hertfordshire Climate Change and Sustainability 
Partnership | Local Government Association)?  

The Place Based Climate Network has advice on how to do 
this https://pcancities.org.uk/what-local-climate-commission 

We recognise that partnership working is key in this area and are 
members of a number of existing partnerships in this field such as the 
Gloucestershire Local Nature Partnership and the Gloucestershire 
Resources and Waste Partnership.

As part of our Climate Change Action Plan we are contributing £60k 
over two years to support the recently appointed Climate Change 
Coordinator post hosted by Gloucester City Council. 

We have also established a new Sustainability and Engagement post 
working across our Waste and Climate Change teams. Their primary 
role will be to engage with existing partnerships and develop new 
partnerships through which we can engage with communities and 
businesses to promote action on climate change and waste 
minimisation. We have recently been interviewing for this post and 
hope to confirm an appointment in the near future.

32. Questioner’s name: Cllr Rebecca Halifax Respondent’s name: Cllr Lynden Stowe
As a new member of Gloucestershire County Council, one of the 
greatest barriers that I and other new members have encountered to 
doing our jobs effectively are our IT systems – including the over-
bearing security restrictions and Blackberry Work. 

I’m sure that Conservative and other members are similarly 
frustrated by these systems.  As such, can the Cabinet Member 

We have already started an ambitious programme of work to improve 
the council’s ICT infrastructure and systems.  This includes a 
complete replacement of our network, our security set up and the roll 
out of a cloud-based Windows 10 and Microsoft 365 platform. 
Microsoft 365 will work across devices and replace Blackberry Work.  
The work has started and will continue through 2021.

https://www.local.gov.uk/case-studies/herts-climate-sustainability-partnership
https://www.local.gov.uk/case-studies/herts-climate-sustainability-partnership
https://pcancities.org.uk/what-local-climate-commission
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responsible please advise what he is doing to improve the IT 
systems available to members, and whether that will include the 
removal of the dreadful Blackberry Work?

33. Questioner’s name: Cllr Rebecca Halifax Respondent’s name: Cllr Lynden Stowe
The Cabinet Member for Finance and Change may be aware other 
local authorities, such as Cotswold District Council, have moved all 
council emails onto Google Workspace, allowing all councillors to 
access emails and files on any device.  This has made councillors 
much more productive, and enables them to be of greater 
assistance to their residents.  

Given that these authorities, just as the County Council, deal with 
sensitive information, can the Cabinet Member please advise why 
this solution, or a similar web-based solution, would not be 
acceptable for the County Council?

The new Microsoft solution is web-based and will work across a range 
of devices.

34. Questioner’s name: Cllr Rebecca Halifax Respondent’s name: Cllr Lynden Stowe
I understand that the Members ICT panel has not met once since 
the Cabinet Member for Finance and Change took over from his 
predecessor.  Can he please confirm why this is, and will he make a 
commitment to resume those within the next quarter? 

Plans are in place to reinstate the Members ICT panel and proactively 
support councillors during the roll out of the new ICT solution. Two of 
the three previous members are no longer councillors so I will ask 
officers to reinstate this group in the autumn.

35. Questioner’s name: Cllr Rebecca Halifax Respondent’s name: Cllr Lynden Stowe
As a major employer in the county, GCC is in a position to 
demonstrate effective working practices in the digital economy.  This 
is especially true as home working and alternative shift patterns 
have become the norm because of the pandemic.  
Does the Cabinet Member agree with me that we are failing to 
model best practice, and that instead we need to learn from other 
organisations how best to manage risk and convenience in our IT 
systems?   

Prior to the pandemic, our employees were largely office based.  Over 
just a few weeks in March and April 2020, our ICT service did roll out 
new kit and systems that enabled more than 2500 employees to work 
from home as well as ensured that we were able to continue the 
democratic process as well as deliver services effectively and well 
throughout the pandemic.  Nonetheless we have acknowledged that 
our systems required updating and this is reflected in our new ICT 
roadmap.  As well as the programme to replace our infrastructure, we 
have had a new technical support partner in place from April 2021 



16

who supports other councils and we are learning from elsewhere. 

36. Questioner’s name: Cllr Rebecca Halifax Respondent’s name: Cllr Lynden Stowe
Given that many new councillors are juggling their day jobs and 
council work, does the Cabinet Member agree that IT systems 
should be designed to be as convenient as possible, and that every 
effort should be made to ensure that security concerns must not 
present barriers to efficient working practices?  Does he also agree 
that inconvenient IT practices present a barrier to recruiting a more 
diverse range of councillors?

In implementing any ICT system, there is a balance to be found 
between usability and protecting the data that we hold regarding 
some of the most vulnerable people in the County.  These issues are 
being actively considered in the planning and deployment of our new 
ICT infrastructure.

37. Questioner’s name: Cllr Beki Hoyland Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray
Has the council’s procurement strategy been updated to reflect the 
council’s carbon reduction/climate emergency objectives? Does it 
reflect the government’s sustainable procurement 
guidance https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sustainable-procurement-
tools Does the strategy refer to following the waste management 
hierarchy?  

The Council’s Strategic Procurement Service (SPS) doesn’t use a 
single procurement strategy to reflect Council policies. Instead, for 
individual high value high risk procurements for which SPS are 
responsible, appropriate sustainability considerations and whole life 
costing are addressed in procurement strategies and tender 
documentation together with input from Council specialists and 
drawing from government and other best practice guidance.  

There are a number of actions taking place regarding sustainability in 
procurement.  During spring 2021, SPS contributed to the 
development of the LGA’s Sustainable Development Toolkit for sector 
wide use (publication due late 2021).  This will be adopted into 
procurement strategies and practices following publication.  

Also, sustainability is one strand of social value that the Council’s 
Economic Recovery Plan is focussing upon.  Subject to Cabinet 
approval, in autumn 2021, sustainability considerations will be 
addressed at an organisational level via the adoption of the Social 
Value Portal’s TOMS (Themes, Outcomes and Measures); this is a 
sector wide measurement and reporting system.  Key procurements 
will then be piloted. Once organisation wide TOMs have been agreed, 
the outputs will be embedded into procurement polices and practices 
via a procurement toolkit.  This is currently in development under 
SPS’s procurement transformation plan, and as part of its continuous 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sustainable-procurement-tools
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sustainable-procurement-tools
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improvement drive, SPS are also members of the recently formed 
South West Social Value Taskforce which has the key aims of driving 
forward sustainability, (together with economic and equality 
considerations) and the benchmarking and sharing of best practice.   

38. Questioner’s name: Cllr Beki Hoyland Respondent’s name: Cllr Mark Hawthorne
Would the Leader consider creating a Cabinet position for Climate 
Action/Net Zero, as is now the case in many councils? For example, 
Calderdale Council created a new cabinet post for Climate Change 
& Resilience, and the post holder meets all Service Directors every 
two weeks to keep climate delivery on track. 

Climate change is a key part of the Environment and Planning 
portfolio, and as you will have seen from the recent cabinet meeting is 
already delivering significant investment like EV charging points. 
Creating a cabinet member for Climate Change on its own would 
require the deletion of an existing cabinet post (due to legislative 
restrictions on number of cabinet posts) – and I believe would lead to 
the loss of the integrated approach we are delivering through the 
current arrangements.

39. Questioner’s name: Cllr David Willingham Respondent’s name: Cllr Tim Harman

Gloucestershire is seen by many as a relatively prosperous place to 
live, yet 12 neighbourhoods in Gloucestershire are in the the 10% 
most deprived areas in England according to the Indices of Multiple 
Deprivation; this includes part of area I represent, in St Marks & St 
Peter’s.  These twelve areas account for nearly 20,000 people – 
more than three per cent of the county’s population.  Can the 
relevant Cabinet Member provide detail on what they are personally 
doing to ensure there is a much more dramatic reduction in the 
number of people in Gloucestershire living in extreme deprivation? 

We recognise that there is a systematic relationship between 
deprivation and life expectancy, known as the social gradient in 
health. People living in the most deprived areas have on average the 
lowest life expectancy. 

The Director of Public Health (DPH) annual report in 2018/19 
recognised the critical relationship between health and wealth. We 
know that being in a good, stable job is an important determinant of 
good health and wellbeing. We also know that a healthy and happy 
workforce is a more productive one. So, what’s good for health can 
also be good for the economy.

The relationship between deprivation and health forms a key part of 
the complex picture of health inequalities locally and there has been 
an increasing focus on health inequalities locally. For example, 
Health inequalities act as the golden thread through COVID-19 
recovery plans and key local strategies such as the Health and 
Wellbeing Strategy.
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In fact, COVID-19 has shone a light on health inequalities and 
accelerated work locally to tackle this. During the response to the 
pandemic, there have been excellent examples of focusing on areas 
of deprivation and addressing health inequalities. This has included 
the work of the Community Resilience Cell, the Mental Wellbeing 
Cell, vaccinations equity work and a programme of delivering 
targeted asymptomatic COVID-19 testing to under represented 
groups. 

There is also considerable work across the county on what we call the 
‘wider determinants of health’. These are the broader social, 
economic and environmental factors that influence our health and 
wellbeing.

40. Questioner’s name: Cllr David Willingham Respondent’s name: Cllr Tim Harman
Can the Cabinet Member advise on what joint meetings have been 
arranged in the next 12 months with the district councils, the health 
service, the police, housing providers and other stakeholders to 
specifically tackle the issue leading to these high levels of 
deprivation? 

At a county wide level, there is the newly convened Health 
Inequalities Panel with the strategic objective of identifying, 
coordinating and aligning current action on health inequalities; 
ensuring priorities for strengthening this work are agreed, impact is 
monitored and learning is shared. The Panel has a broad remit 
covering the work of Gloucestershire ICS and Gloucestershire Health 
and Wellbeing Board. 

The Health and Wellbeing Board which has health inequalities as the 
golden thread through the seven priorities in the strategy. 

The Enabling Active Communities Enabling and Individuals (EAC-I) 
brings together a unique collaboration of civil society partners from 
across Gloucestershire.  Collectively, EAC-I work together to 
understand and inform how systems that impact on health and 
wellbeing interact, and oversee a programme of work that aims to 
improve health and wellbeing through mobilising assets within 
communities, promoting equity and increasing people’s control over 
their own health and lives.  
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At a place based, district level, there are Integrated Locality 
Partnerships (ILPs) which aim to bring together the community, civic 
and service sectors to work on strengthening connections between 
these to address inequalities. Also, Know Your Patch (KYP) networks 
bring together organisations at a place-based level. 

There are a wide range of forums and meetings locally which facilitate 
system wide discussions and work plans on issues leading to high 
levels of deprivation. One of the tasks of the newly formed Health 
Inequalities Panel is to map and articulate these networks.

41. Questioner’s name: Cllr David Willingham Respondent’s name: Cllr Tim Harman
Can the Cabinet Member advise on how many joint meetings were 
held over the last four years with these same stakeholders to 
specifically tackle this issue? 

There have been a range of partnership meetings over the last four 
years which have focused in some form on addressing high levels of 
deprivation, for example the Health and Wellbeing Board, Integrated 
Care System (ICS) Board, Enabling Active Communities (EAC), 
Know Your Patch (KYP) Networks and Integrated Locality 
Partnerships (ILPs).

The Health Inequalities Panel is newly formed. The publication of the 
Health and Wellbeing Strategy with a clear golden thread around 
health inequalities and the priorities which have now been set by 
ILPs, ensure a clear focus going forward on addressing health 
inequalities.

42. Questioner’s name: Cllr David Willingham Respondent’s name: Cllr Tim Harman
There are 19 areas of Gloucestershire in the most deprived 10% in 
England for Income Deprivation Affecting Children, the same 
number as 2015.  Does the Cabinet Member agree with me that it is 
concerning that so little progress has been made on this issue, and 
could they please advise me what plans and funding are being put 
in place by this administration to tackle this type of deprivation?

We recognise that that there are unacceptable differences in the 
outcomes for children and this has been a key focus of work locally. 
The Marmot Review 10 Years On highlights that poverty experienced 
during childhood harms health at the time and throughout the rest of 
life.

We want to ensure that every child in Gloucestershire has the best 
start in life. As such, this is one of the seven Health and Wellbeing 
Board priorities. The key areas of focus for this priority include 
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attachment and responsive parenting, childhood poverty and school 
readiness (with a focus on those in receipt of free school meals).

For example, over the past four years a multi-agency partnership, 
formed of early years practitioners, health professionals, voluntary 
sector agencies and Gloucestershire County Council Officers, have 
been developing and implementing a programme of work to improve 
outcomes for young children n Gloucestershire.  This targeted work 
has contributed to an improvement in the percentage of children who 
achieved a good level of development at the end of the reception 
year at school, from significantly below the England average in 
2017/18 (69.2%), to significantly similar to the England average in 
2018/19 (71.9%).  Improvements have also been observed in the 
proportion of children that are eligible for free school meals achieving 
a good level of development; however these data are not nationally 
published.

43. Questioner’s name: Cllr David Willingham Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith
During the closure of the A46 between Brockworth and Painswick 
earlier in the year, I enquired with the County Council what the 
diversion route for cyclists was.  I was informed that it was the same 
as the route for motor vehicles.  Given that the diversion route for 
the half-mile closure was 18 miles long and would have required 
cycling in lane two of three on the 70mph dual carriageway section 
of the A417 to pass under the M5, could the Cabinet Member 
please explain why such demonstrably dangerous advice was given 
by this Council, and can I have an assurance that for future 
complete road closures the Council will publish safe alternative 
routes for both cyclists and pedestrians, as well as ones for motor 
vehicles?

Like all highway authorities nationally we have a legal obligation 
(under the Road Traffic Act 1984) to keep diverted traffic on roads of 
a similar or higher classification.   Erecting separate diversions for all 
possible user types would result in both extensive and confusing 
signage.  All sites will be unique and site specific risk assessments 
are carried out. Where safe to do so we will seek to provide 
pedestrian and cycle passage.

44. Questioner’s name: Cllr John Bloxsom Respondent’s name: Cllr Lynden Stowe
What are the winding up order court fees, associated and legal 
costs being incurred by GCC in seeking to wind up Community 4RC 
Ltd which, its last published accounts showed, had assets of £1,600 
as at 30 June 2020? Does the Deputy Leader of Council accept that 
the costs incurred are potentially disproportionate to any funds that 

As this remains an active legal matter, it’s not appropriate for me to 
comment on specifics. However, it’s important to be clear; CR4C 
knew they would have to pay legal costs if they were unsuccessful in 
their legal action. As the courts decided their case had no foundation, 
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may be recovered, suggesting that this court application appears 
not to be primarily financially motivated but to a vindictive action?

we continue to take appropriate steps to minimise the impact on this 
county’s taxpayers by identifying and recouping whatever money we 
can from CR4C. 

The Javelin Park plant treats Gloucestershire’s waste that can’t be 
recycled, ending the council’s reliance on landfill, and saving the 
equivalent of around 40,000 tonnes of CO2 per year and generating 
enough electricity to power 25,000 homes.

45. Questioner’s name: Cllr John Bloxsom Respondent’s name: Cllr Mark Hawthorne
What action is being taken to implement the resolution that Equality 
and Diversity Members Champions be nominated by each Political 
Group?

Proposed terms of reference have been drafted for consideration by 
Group Leaders.

46. Questioner’s name: Cllr John Bloxsom Respondent’s name: Cllr Mark Hawthorne
What action is being taken in respect of Motion 870 ‘Equalities’ 
which resolved that ‘Equalities Working Group’ consider a proposal 
to carry out an equalities audit and consider introduction of the 
‘Rooney Rule’?

Once the approach to the Equality and Diversity Member Champions 
has been agreed, options to take forward this motion will be 
discussed.

47. Questioner’s name: Cllr Wendy Thomas Respondent’s name: Cllr Mark Hawthorne
What action is being taken in respect of Motion 808 ‘Great 
Gloucestershire Achievers’ which resolved to form a cross party 
working group to establish how the walls of Shire Hall can reflect 
and recognise the achievements of women and our diverse 
communities?

The work on this display is underway and some fantastic images have 
been collated by our Archives team. The display was due to be 
aligned with the wider redesign of our reception and public spaces in 
Shire Hall. Unfortunately it has been delayed by the Covid 19 
pandemic but we look forward to when we can promote the display 
after the reopening of Shire Hall. In the meantime some of the 
amazing stories of our notable women can be read on the Great 
Gloucestershire Achievers page on our website. These stories were 
collated and published in 2018 to commemorate 100 years of women 
getting the vote.

48. Questioner’s name: Cllr Wendy Thomas Respondent’s name: Cllr Stephen Davies
Can the Cabinet Member for Children’s Safeguarding and Early 
Years confirm that all looked after children and care leavers who We now only have 1 Child in Care and 1 Care Leaver where we have 
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have needed to make an application for European Union Settled 
Status by today’s deadline have now done so?  

not yet submitted an EUSS application. For the Child in Care we have 
now had confirmation from the Polish embassy that they have issued 
a Passport and it has been posted to us, upon receipt of this 
document we will be able to complete a paper application which we 
are expecting to be completed and sent to the Home Office by 
Monday 28th June.  The young person who is a Care Leaver has an 
Immigration Court matter listed for 12th August 2021where a 
deportation order is being sought.  We have liaised with the Home 
Office and they are aware but will not accept an EUSS application 
until this matter is resolved, and have agreed that if not deported on 
the 12th they will accept a late EUSS application.    

49. Questioner’s name: Cllr Graham Morgan Respondent’s name: Cllr Lynden Stowe
What is the cost to the Council of the hire of additional premises, 
equipment and staff required to hold COVID secure meetings at 
alternative venues outside of the Council’s ownership and has the 
Government made additional finance available to meet these costs 
imposed upon it?

The cost of holding a County Council meeting remotely is in the 
region of £10k.   This is being fully funded from by additional COVID 
monies received from HM Government.

The AGM was slightly less expensive at £7k because the meeting 
was significantly shorter.

50. Questioner’s name: Cllr David Drew Respondent’s name: Cllr Stephen Davies
Will the Cabinet Member for Children’s Safeguarding and Early 
Years provide information on the number of the Out of Area 
Children in Care Notifications received by the County Council and 
supply members with a breakdown based on Electoral Division of 
these placements where known.

Responsibility for Out of Area Children in Care notifications rests with 
the placing local authority. As such, Gloucestershire is dependent on 
the diligence of local authorities providing a formal notification when 
placing a child, any placement change (when the child remains in 
county) and when the child leaves the county. Although the 
notification arrangement between local authorities is well established, 
the precise accuracy of the data is difficult to determine due to 
ongoing changes. Children’s Services periodically checks the data 
and the next exercise is due to coincide with the new academic term 
in September, in order to pick up any movement at the end of the 
academic year and over the summer holiday period. 

This is a dynamic cohort reflecting the needs of the child, the placing 
local authority and in county placement availability at any one time, 
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however there are currently circa 400 children placed in 
Gloucestershire from out of county.  Following the data check and 
verification process, we would not report the results by electoral 
division in order to avoid the risk of identifying individual children 
which would be a serious breach of confidentiality.

51. Questioner’s name: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent’s name: Cllr Dave Norman
When is the public consultation into the parking congestion in 
Kingsholm going to begin? GCC are aiming to carry out a letter drop to all residents around the 

middle of next month.  This will be preceded by an email to local 
members. A press release will follow the letter drop. It is proposed 
that the informal public consultation will remain open for comments 
until the end of August. All correspondence will then be reviewed 
before a decision is made on how to move forward.

52. Questioner’s name: Cllr Alex Hegenbarth Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray
The Department for Transport recently wrote to all local authorities 
to reinforce its guidance that paint on the roads for cycle lanes 
would not receive funding.  

GCC’s flagship policy from the first tranche of the Emergency Active 
Travel Fund was a painted cycle lane on London Road in 
Gloucester.  Does the Cabinet Member accept that they received 
less than anticipated in the second tranche of Emergency Active 
Travel Fund because they failed to follow best practice the first time 
around? 

No, Cllr Heganbarth is wrong to draw a link between the design of the 
EATF cycle lane on London Road, which has been well received by 
local cyclists, and the reasoning behind the DfT’s decision to reduce 
our funding allocation in the Active Travel Fund. 

In early summer 2020 all local authorities were invited to bid for 
funding under Tranche 2 of the Active Travel Fund.  Two weeks 
before the deadline the DfT unveiled a major update to cycle design 
standards, known as LTN 1/20. 

Whilst we welcome LTN 1/20 as a major improvement for cyclists the 
extent of the changes, and the timing of the change, left us with 
insufficient time to amend plans for the B4063 cycle route between 
Gloucester and Cheltenham that had been designed by Highways 
England’s consultants and based upon previous design guidance. 

We have since met with the DfT and its consultants to understand the 
factors behind their decision and to show what we are doing to 
amend the design and provide Gloucestershire’s residents with a 
flagship cycle route of the highest standard. 
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53. Questioner’s name: Cllr Alex Hegenbarth Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith
Any cycle lane is only as good as either end.  Two of the three 
underpasses at Elmbridge Court roundabout have next to no lighting 
and are incredibly dangerous to cycle through.  Can the Cabinet 
Member please explain why this lighting has not been fixed in 
years?

The council are only responsible for one of the three underpasses at 
Elmbridge Court Roundabout, which is the one that runs under the 
A417 Barnwood Link. The other two underpasses are owned and 
maintained by Highways England. We have checked our records of 
street lighting provision on the cycleway links to the A417 Barnwood 
Link underpass and there aren’t any specific provisions in the form of 
dedicated units on the cycle paths although the main highway lighting 
may provide some back spill provision. We will undertake an 
assessment of the lighting provision on these links and determine 
whether there are any requirements for additional lighting, especially 
in light of the forthcoming B4063 cycle scheme. 

54. Questioner’s name: Cllr Colin Hay Respondent’s name: Cllr Tim Harman
We are extremely disappointed that the Cabinet did not take the 
opportunity last week to support local community groups by using 
some of the more than £3 million underspend, to increase the Covid 
Community Recovery Fund.  Surely now is the time to ensure 
community groups don’t fade away so, in case of any future 
emergency, they are ready to help our residents. 
 
Do you not agree that community groups need this money now – as 
opposed to your stashing this money away for a rainy day? 

Since the beginning of the pandemic the Council have spent over 2 
million in small grants for community groups.

This is made up of the following Funds:
The Growing Our Communities Fund £1,000,000
Thriving Communities Grants £400,000
Community Resilience Fund £600,000 distributed via the District 
Councils.

£1 million has been awarded in Covid Prevention Grants to targeted 
VCS organisations who have been supporting vulnerable people 
since the beginning of the pandemic to ensure continuity of support 
and additional capacity to meet demand.

The Growing Our Communities Fund awarded grants in the final year 
2020/21 totalling £537,000. 
The well established Thriving Communities Grants programme 
awarded a further £336,000 in grants to community groups in 
2021/21.
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Urgent Question: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson Respondent’s name: Cllr Tim Harman

The Cabinet Member will be aware that the Covid rates in the 
county have dramatically increased in recent days, and that we are 
now significantly higher than the rate per 100,000 in England (as 
well as far higher than the rate in the South West).  
 
Can the Cabinet Member please help us to understand why our 
rates are increasing at an exponential rate and why we’re now 
higher than the average rate for England and the South West?

Over the last couple of weeks, COVID rates have been increasing 
across both the country and the county. Whilst some areas of the 
county have rates comparable with other areas across both the South 
West and the Central part of the country, the local rates have risen 
particularly quickly in Tewkesbury, Cheltenham and 
Gloucester. These are the boroughs that contain some of our larger 
conurbations and it is these areas that have seen the largest 
increases, particularly when compared to the relatively low rates 
recorded recently. The majority of our current outbreaks are centred 
around school and university age children and young adults. All of 
these are being actively monitored with support being offered to 
settings to help contain the spread of the virus. For example, we have 
several setting outbreaks linked in Tewkesbury. A number of schools 
are experiencing large outbreaks and their combined case total 
accounts for one third of the local 239 current cases 
(https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map). In addition to 
school based transmission, the spread between schools can be 
traced through siblings and household contacts. Similarly, we have 
had large outbreaks in some of our university settings where case 
numbers increase quickly across the student population, particularly 
where the young people are living in shared halls or accommodation. 
 
It has been shown that the Delta variant is very transmissible and 
therefore outbreaks are bringing in higher case rates than have been 
seen previously in all settings. In should be noted that the rise in case 
numbers has coincided with the recent change in advice that all close 
contacts of individual cases are encouraged to take a PCR test whilst 
self-isolating. It is therefore logical that more cases will be 
discovered, especially in those people who are 
asymptomatic. Previously, contacts there were self-isolating only 
went on to take a PCR test if they started to exhibit symptoms.

https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map

